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DETAILED ACTION 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), 

that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 

U.S.C, 103(a) are sununarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wilcox. Wilcox 
teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Wilcox teaches a self contained distillation 
apparatus which is a self contained alcohol still. A series of cooling coils are arranged in an 
upper pot in and inclined manner which used a cooling water to provide condensing and reflux. 
The lower pot includes a chamber where evaporation takes place. [Note the abstract, column 1, 
lines 15-45 and Figure 1]. Wilcox specifically teaches and claims an alcohol still comprising an 
evaporator zone, a condenser zone position above the evaporator zone and a single reflux 
container means of predetermined horizontal cross sectional area positioned between the 
evaporator and condenser zone. 

However, Wilcox does not teach providing a anti-leak 0-shaped ring provided at the 
jimction of the upper pot and lower pot. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide an alcohol still from the teachings of Wilcox because as stated 
above, Wilcox teaches the same construction and arrangement of elements which provides 
wet/dry distiller which includes basically the arrange of an upper pot and lower pot and includes 
a singe reflux container means which is functionally equivalent to applicants inclined annulation. 
Also taught by Wilcox is providing a dividing partition (23) which is included in the upper 
portion of the evaporation chamber forming a condensate table. The space between the upper 
and lower chambers is sized and shaped to prevent leakage of vapor thus rendering applicant's 
invention as a whole obvious to .one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made. 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Roan et al. teach a solar distilling apparatus. Huang et al. teach a water distiller. 
Fox teach a distilling and rectifying apparatus. Lanes teach an apparatus for making wine. 
Kiefer teach a process of making alcohol. Heuser teach a process of making alcohol reduced 
beverages. Bjerg teach an alcohoUc beverage still with domed conduits for vapor flow and 
frustum apertures for co current vapor/liquid flow. Boucher et al. teach a volatiles separator and 
concentrator. 

3. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to N. Bhat.whose telephone nimiber is 571-272-1397. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30AM-6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are imsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on 571-272-1444. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Busmess Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

N. Bhat 

Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1764 



